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upon Mr. Bosanquet's presidential address on the relations of Time and 
the Absolute, a vexed question which he answers, as some may think some- 
what vexatiously, by a reference to the relation of Part and Whole. Seeing 
how hackneyed this reference has of late become, it would perhaps be better 
if Mr. Bosanquet were at length to take for granted the admission that in 
a sense the Whole may be said to be the explanation of anything and 
everything, and to devote himself to a much-needed critical examination of 
the relation which he alleges to be the universal solvent of all perplexities. 
Possibly his barren monistic formula might not in that case prove even 
logically satisfactory. The other argument which Mr. Bosanquet employs 
to silence our natural inquiry as to the ultimate significance of our temporal 
experience, consists in pointing out that science progressively emancipates 
itself from chronology. But Mr. Bosanquet ignores the fact that the timeless 
hypothetical ' law ' in Science is itself a methodological device whose function 
and validity depend on its use in calculating the course of events in Time. 

There follow two papers, one by Mr. E. C. Benecke on the a priori 
element in knowledge, and another by Mr. C. L. Davies on Kant's 
Teleology, which well illustrate the confusion in philosophic terminology 
wrought by Kant, and the arbitrariness of the hard and fast lines he 
delighted to draw. A learned paper by Mr. C. C. S. Webb on Anselm's 
statement of the ontological ' proof ' will be found highly instructive by 
all who are interested in the history of philosophy. Certainly Mr. 
Webb very effectually disproves Schopenhauer's assertion that Anselm 
merely hinted at a proof which was only fully stated by Descartes. Mr. 
Blunt's paper on Philosophy and Naturalism is a little vague, but evinces a 
truly Oxonian desire to undo Spencer though the heavens fall. The Hon. 
B. Russell contributes a paper on the a priori in geometry, which exhibits a 
peaceful coexistence of Kantian views with those of the modern metageom- 
etry ; yet he seems inclined to concede to the latter pretty nearly everything 
it claims. Mrs. Bryant discusses Professor James's theory of the emotions ; 
and two rather half-hearted " symposia " on the extension of psychical 
states, and on the relative importance of character and circumstance, 
conclude an instructive number. F C S S 

Grundriss der Geschichte der Philosophic Von Dr. Johannes Rehmke, 
Professor der Philosophie an der Universitat Greifswald. Berlin, Carl 
Duncker, 1896 ; New York Agent, G. E. Stechert. — pp. viii, 308. 

This work will be found to be an excellent introduction to the history of 
philosophy, in brief outline and clear language, intelligible to every cul- 
tured mind. Its conciseness facilitates a general view of the whole subject, 
and gives the book a decided advantage, in the hands of the student or 
the general reader, over more ponderous volumes ; while its intrinsic value 
and (for a German work) very clear and simple style raise it above the 
smaller histories of philosophy now before the public. 
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The author's freedom from bias, and his evident desire to adhere strictly 
to the facts as he finds them, and to present them without fear or favor, 
cannot fail to make a favorable impression on the candid reader. When- 
ever he seems to abandon the objective standpoint, he does so only in 
order to call attention to the connection existing between the views of con- 
temporary or successive philosophers. 

Professor Rehmke begins with the philosophers of ancient Greece, and 
confines himself mainly to the History of Philosophy in Europe, which he 
divides into two grand periods : (1) Ancient Philosophy, from 600 B.C. to 
1600 a.d.; and (2) Modern Philosophy, from 1600 a.d. to our times. The 
first period includes the philosophers of ancient Greece and those of Alex- 
andria and Rome, who follow the intellectual paths laid out by the Greeks, 
as well as the mediaeval philosophy of Western Europe, whose prominent 
representatives are likewise imbued by the Hellenic spirit. The forerunners 
of modern times, appearing in Christian Scholasticism, Occidental Mysti- 
cism, and the philosophic Humanists of the fourteenth and the two fol- 
lowing centuries, are also included in the first period, and serve as the 
connecting link between ancient and modern philosophy. 

Modern Philosophy is divided into three periods : (1) before Kant ; (2) 
Kant ; and (3) after Kant. In the first period the author devotes consider- 
able space to the English philosophers from Bacon to Reid (including 
Hobbes, Locke, Berkeley, Collier, and Hume), and gives a particularly clear 
and felicitous exposition of their theories, as well as of those of Descartes, 
Spinoza, Leibnitz, and the rest. In the third period we find mainly an ex- 
position of German philosophy from Fichte to Lotze. The author was 
evidently unwilling to enroll the name of any living thinker among the 
heroes of philosophy. A Knoflach . 

Psychology and Pyschic Culture. By Reuben Post Halleck, A.B., 
Instructor in Psychology, Louisville Male High School. New York, 
American Book Co., 1895. 

As the title of the book indicates, the author's aim is largely an ethical 
one. The preface tells us that " the chapters on the application of psycho- 
logical laws in the cultivation of the mental powers are a characteristic 
feature of this work. Laws are of little use unless they are applied ; hence 
these chapters are of the utmost value to all who have not passed the 
plastic age. Psychology, in order to be most effective for self-improve- 
ment, should be studied while the brain is still plastic, and hence earlier than 
is sometimes customary." With this view the author has written the book 
for pupils under twenty, and an " especial effort has been made to enliven 
the hard and dry facts of the science by employing illustrations and anec- 
dotes to elucidate them." There is indeed a surprising wealth of illustrative 
material, presented in a simple, direct, and attractive way. But the chapters 
are so filled with illustrations that little space is left for the discussion of 



